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Learning Centre D
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Hub 

- Alter linear path of arrival

-  Overlap with community/ PCT 
entrance

- Surrounded by activity

Plug and Play 

- Flexible additional play space

-  Muga on roof to allow for more 
outdoor space

-  Storage solutions which change 
nature of space

Beach/Park

- Informal play spaces 

- Vertical play spaces

- Activity surrounds indoor space

Changing Studio 

- Area for briefing

- Flexible 1:1 coaching

- Part of activity space

Interactivity

- Technology and activity

- Café/ Resource for individual learning
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Fit for the Future
Design for PE & Sport

Part 4
Summary of 
Key Points
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Summary of Key Points 

To summarise the key points of ‘Fit for the Future’

•  Be bold, produce a brief that will provide flexible spaces for you to develop 
opportunities for young people and the community – the architect’s role is to then 
design solutions

•  Put your learning setting in context, what is its’ role within your learning and 
geographical community?

•  Avoid cloning and provide a range of provision across the estate rather than ‘one size 
fits all’. This will be a better use of resources

•  Size matters so be creative, use sq. metre allocation efficiently by considering how 
spaces can be shared across the curriculum and how ancillary spaces can be utilised 
for learning and socialising

•  Out of doors but not out of mind, make sure your external curriculum and community 
spaces are given equal thought and intention as your internal spaces

•  Get your piece of the ICT ‘pie’, design in opportunities for ICT to support personalised 
learning and community access both indoors and outdoors and off site

•  Think beyond your PE and Sport box, consider how the whole site can promote and 
encourage physical activity, play and healthy lifestyles.

•  Be customer focussed, make sure your brief delivers for your learners , the 
community and partner organisations from the moment they enter the site.

•  Don’t forget the detail, get the technical specifications correct otherwise your vision 
will not  reach its’ full potential
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Notes
The curriculum analysis for Part 3 was based on a traditional model but could easily 
be adapted and would produce similar data for alternative curriculum organisation. 
School data (based on 5 hour/period day, 25 hours per week) assumed School A  
1250 students, School B 900 students, School C 1450 students and School D 1250 
(inc sixth forms). All models based on 70% indoor model (covered MUGA acts as an 
indoor space)

Further Reading
PE & Sport Resources on the Partnership for Schools website: 
http://www.partnershipsforschools.org.uk/library/PE_Sport.jsp

Learning through Landscapes - the national school grounds charity:
www.ltl.org.uk

Sport England Design Guidance notes: 
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities__planning/design_guidance_notes.aspx

DCSF – Inspirational School Design publications: 
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/resourcesfinanceandbuilding/
schoolbuildings/innovativedesign/

CABE – Building Schools for the Future resources:
http://www.cabe.org.uk/schools/building-schools-for-the-future

Some photographs courtesy of the Youth Sport Trust


